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Adult/Trefoil 3 Canoe/
Kayak 

Bindaree 8 Nov Closed

Power Boat Course RTS Tingira 8 Nov Closed

How to train your Patrol 
Leader and Program 
Explored 

Emu Plains  
Guide Hall

16 Nov Closed
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Free Being Me Leader 
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Glengarry 22 Nov 08 Nov
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I have been experiencing many first time moments during 
my initial month as State Commissioner. I would like 
to say a big thank you to everyone who has assisted me 
throughout this time, helping me settle into the role by 
answering my many questions.

The most memorable of these moments have been the two 
occasions that I had the privilege to represent Girl Guides 
NSW & ACT.

On the first occasion, I attended the opening ceremony of 
the 27th World Conference of the International Scout and 
Guide Fellowship - Amitié Internationale Scoute et Guide 
(ISGF-AISG) at Olympic Park and was tasked to escort our 
new Governor, the Honourable General David Hurley, AC, 
DSC. His Excellency assured me that he was very much 
looking forward to our up-coming presentation day at 
Government House for the Queen's Guide, Olave Baden-
Powell and Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards.

On the second occasion, I gave my first speech on behalf of Girl 
Guides NSW & ACT at our Annual Lunch, NSW Parliament 
House. The lunch is now held in October to give recognition 
to the International Day of the Girl Child which is celebrated 
annually on 11 October. This is a day for taking action to 
advance the rights and opportunities for girls everywhere.

As an organisation, Girl Guides takes action on a daily basis 
around the world to promote self-confidence, leadership and 
teamwork. It is dynamic, relevant and constantly evolving to 
meet the changing needs of today’s girls and young women. 

Girl Guides not only gives girls a voice and represents 
their views to policy makers and the broader Australian 
community, its Members work collectively to help bring the 
girls’ ideas to fruition.

Girls who are Guides speak out on issues that concern 
them. Two issues identified by the girls have involved 
body image and cyber bullying. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to showcase to politicians, corporate sponsors 
and supporters the two recent programs developed by 
the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts 
(WAGGGS) in response to these identified issues: Free Being 
Me (FBM) and SURF SMART – Staying Safe Online.

I was very proud 
of our FBM 
Leadership Team 
as they joined 
forces with CEO 
of the Butterfly 
Foundation 
Christine Morgan to provide a very informative presentation 
prior to the official launch of the FBM program for Girl Guides 
NSW & ACT.

I encourage all Leaders to consider implementing this 
outstanding program for either girls aged seven to 10 or 
11 to 14 in their Units. It is a proven program to build body 
confidence and self-esteem for girls and young women. 
Leaders can get more information from the Girl Guides 
Australia website or attend the free seminar for Leaders at 
Glengarry on 22 November, register online at www.girlguides-
nswact.org.au. Go to courses under the pink what's on tab 

Our first Queen's Guide Alumni event is also happening on 
22 November and we are asking all our Members to please 
spread the word to those they know are Queen’s Guides. Let 
them know they are welcome to join us for High Tea and a 
chance to reconnect with Guiding.

Enjoy all your Guiding in November 

...FOREWORD
FROM THE STATE TEAM...

Gillian Garsia
State Commissioner
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EXPLORE - Global Guiding 
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20–22 Mar 15 27 Feb 15

A Service Call out—volunteers are needed for this 
year’s Lord Mayors Picnic. 

This is a great opportunity to give service to families that have 
children who are less fortunate than others. Senior Guides 
aged 16+, Adult Members, Support Group Members and 
Families are encouraged to apply. Apart from assisting with 
the stalls (food, games, etc) you will get a premium, front line 

seat in the Botanic Gardens (next to the Opera House) for the 
9pm fireworks.

If you have previously attended the Lord Mayors Picnic and 
have not yet connected with Margaret Wood about this year's 
event, please do so ASAP. If you are a newbie, we would love to 
see you there. For more information, please contact Margaret 
Wood—wombygga@telstra.com—or check our website, look 
under the pink what's on tab.
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Senior Guides and Olaves get ready for 
another crazy weekend filled with 
boating activities, friendly but fierce 
competition, circus skills and more! 
It's going to be a jam packed fun 
weekend with the Guiding circus. 

Start brushing up on your boating and 
circus skills and thinking about your 
costumes! 

Junior Leaders and Guides (13+) can 
also join in for a linked event.

COST: $60 (includes Saturday dinner)

WHERE: Myuna Bay Sport & 
Recreation Centre

WHEN:  20–22 March, 2015

REGISTER:  online

Cl
ow

ning Around–Regatta 2015
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As much as The Waratah comes around a little too quickly each 
month, I do appreciate the opportunity to sit still and reflect 
on the many happenings at Guide House. I’m very pleased to 
report we did successfully go-live with our new retail system as 
planned. Like all things, it will develop and evolve over time, 
however, in the first instance it is another step in the right 
direction for our Organisation in relation to operational quality 
and efficiency. As with the website and member database, 
please feel free to send your comments and suggestions for 
improvements to us via email: guides@girlguides-nswact.org.au.

Over the past 18 months, considerable consultation across the 
business has occurred in helping us to develop our 2015–2020 
Strategic Plan. At the last meeting of the Girl Guides NSW 
& ACT Board, I was thrilled to have received in-principal 
approval of the high level strategy that has been developed, 
as well as some key milestones and indicators of success. As 
we work now to undertake the final tweaking, in the near 
future I very much look forward to being able to share with 
you the direction and strategy we will engage over the next 
five years. With specific emphasis on goals relating to girls, 
volunteers and the organisation, I believe this strategy gives 
us a rounded approach  in ensuring Girl Guides NSW & ACT 
can continue to thrive and achieve its Mission well into the 
future. A definite watch this space.

Finally, we regularly receive questions relating to the new 
Working with Children Check (NSW). We are continuing to 
work closely with the Office of the Children’s Guardian (OCG)
and I would like to reassure you all that as soon as they are 
ready for us to commence our phase-in of the new system, 
we will let you know all of the details; the what, the who, 
the when and the how. Please bear with us, it is a credit to 
our people that we are so committed to Child protection – 
however we do have to wait until it is our time to commence. I 
would hope to be able to provide you with further details post 
my next meeting with OCG, scheduled for 25 November 2014. 

In the meantime, an increasing area of risk for our Girls is 
online. A practical way in which you can help our Girls learn 
more about how to protect themselves online is through 
the Surf Smart – Staying Safe Online program developed by 
WAGGGS which is available online at: www.wagggs.org/en/
grab/23403/1/1surf-smart-web.pdf. We are looking to obtain 
some of the badges available for this program – until then I 
hope you find this resource useful.

Peta Gillies
State Executive Officer
peta.gillies@girlguides-nswact.org.au
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Service is one of the cornerstones of Guiding and listed by many 
of the girls we meet as a great part of their yearly activities. 
Serve my community and Australia are words from our Promise 
and an important part of what distinguishes Girl Guides from 
other organisations. Do you and your Unit or District have a 
special service project you engage in? Are you participating 
in the International Service Project Ready for Action which is 
due to finish at the end of the year? Along with Girl Guides 
New Zealand, Girl Guides Australia continues its international 
service project in the Cook Islands – Guiding Overseas Linked 
with Development (GOLD).

Recently returning from the Cook Islands is a group of Olaves 
who have been working with the Leaders and girls in the Cook 
Islands to share their skills and program ideas for games and 
activities, camping and leadership. This has been a wonderful 
joint project, enjoyed not only by the Members who have 
made up the teams, but also the girls and Leaders who have 
benefitted from their skills and enthusiasm. This will be the 
last year of the GOLD project in the Cook Islands, however a 
new partnership agreement with GGNZ and another Pacific 
Island country will be developed in the future.

As the weather is warming up, we imagine Guides are all getting 
out there and working on their Great Bunya Gathering Pre-Camp 
Challenge. Robinette spent some time in Queensland this month 
and learnt more about the wonderful adventures to be had in 
September next year. We hope to meet many of you there. 

Whilst in Queensland, Robinette had the opportunity to meet 
all the State Trefoil Guild advisers and attend the National 

Trefoil Gathering in beautiful Toowoomba. She and State 
Commissioner Velia Nicholls were warmly welcomed and 
enjoyed sharing time with the 280 Guild Members. The fun and 
friendship bubbled over at the dinner Saturday evening with a 
great band and a very long conga line! 

The AGP Review has begun in earnest. The Daintree team have 
travelled the country engaging with Members from every State 
and Territory. They have also undertaken wide ranging research 
into Girls; how they learn and grow, girl only environments, 
digital Guides, and volunteerism. A report will be presented to 
the Australian Guiding Committee (comprising all the State 
Commissioners). The GGA Board will then review and make 
recommendations about the next steps which will include 
consultation with parents, girls and those Leaders who to date 
have not provided input. Watch for your chance to link into the 
process and have YOUR say. Remember, you can also contact 
the National Project Team direct: agpreview@girlguides.org.au 
or girlguidesau.engagementhq.com/AGP-Review 

Don’t forget, if you have something exciting you wish to share 
with Miranda, Susan or Robinette, you can email us on 
cc@girlguides.org.au. We would love to hear your stories.

Robinette Emonson
Chief Commissioner

Susan Campbell &  
Miranda Cummings
Assistant Chief Commissioners

…
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What incredible information we have had brought into our 
wonderful State Archive collection in the last few months.  
We had the inscribed flagpoles belonging to the first State 
Standard which were unearthed by Murray Farm Trefoil Guild, 
and very recently we received the log book from 2nd Epping 
Guide Company covering the period 1960 –1966.  This is a 
beautifully handwritten large log book and includes photos 
and certificates.  It includes reports on awards received, 
activities and the building and opening of the Guide Hall.

We have also received from a gentleman at West Wyalong 
an excellent history of Guiding in West Wyalong when his 
mother was chosen as one of the Touring Rangers who spent 
many months in 1927-1928 touring overseas.  He has sent the 

story behind the opening of the Elsie Cattle Guide Hall in West 
Wyalong and many other snippets of information relating to 
Guiding and Scouting in that country town.  He tells the story 
of lions roaring near a Guide camp and in the morning, after 
a sleepless night, the Guides found that a circus train was in a 
nearby railway siding! 

As the year is almost over, many of us will have a clean out of 
our halls and even our homes.  If you find anything you think 
could be of value to Girl Guide Archives please contact us 
before throwing out.

Chesne Jones
State Archivist FR
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Wattle—Kerrey Williams, Joan Clancy.

Boronia—Belinda Schmitzer, Susan Jackson. 

Newly qualified District Manager—Janice Tully.

Newly qualified Unit Leaders—Susan Moen, Rochelle 
Shilling, Catherine Butler.

Long service milestones:
Five years — Samantha Jones

10 years — Aurora Lukass

30 years — Lorraine MacDiarmud 

35 years — Rhonda Larkham BR
AV

O
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TEACHING YOURSELF AND YOUR GUIDES TO USE A GPS 

How do GPS Receivers work?

A Global Positioning System Receiver 
or GPS’s job is to locate four or more 
of the satellites that are part of the 
Global Positioning system. From 
this information they are able to 
use a mathematical principle called 
trilateration to pinpoint your position. 
More information how this works 
can be found at http://electronics.
howstuffworks.com/gadgets/travel/gps.
htm for those that enjoy the scientific 
details but it is enough to understand 
that the accuracy of this calculation can 
depend on:

• the number of satellites that your 
GPS is able to connect to;

• how close the satellites are to the 
horizon;

• the accuracy of the internal clock in 
your GPS; and

• how clear your line of sight is to the 
satellite and whether there are large 
objects nearby to distort your signal.

What this boils down to is, don’t rely on 
only your GPS for navigation when hiking 
and geocaching. You may have to look for 
a few metres in any direction depending 
on the accuracy of your equipment 
and the equipment of the person who 
established the geocache.

THREE WAYS OF USING YOUR GPS WHILE HIKING

1. Use your GPS to keep track of how 
far you have walked.

 This is similar to keeping track of how 
far you have driven on your car or 
phone GPS. When you know how far 
you have come, you can estimate how 
far you still have to go and when you 
are likely to arrive at your campsite 
or destination. You will need to 
remember to reset your trip computer 
at the beginning of each hike.

2. Use the coordinates to find your 
location on your map.

 The satellites send information to 
your GPS as latitude and longitude 
and with a higher degree of 
accuracy than our map. To convert 
to the six digit grid reference we 
are used to using, firstly we need 
to make sure the GPS is set to 
UTM UPS, the system used in all 
Australian Topographic maps. 

 If you are hiking in New  Zealand 
you need to change to New Zealand 
TM. Once you have the right 
coordinates, you need to take the 
first and last two digits off each set 
of seven digits of the coordinates 
displayed to give you the pair of 
three digits that make up the grid 
references we are used to using on 
maps. With these six digits we can 
locate ourselves on the topographic 
map.

3. Load a GPS file onto the GPS so you 
can follow a predetermined track.

 If you want to find out more about 
this or other aspects of using a GPS 
receiver, I recommend the following 
article located on the Friends of the 
Heyson Trail website and the YouTube 
videos listed to the right:

HOW TO USE A GPS HIKING:

www.heysontrail.asn.au/assets/
trailwalker/How-to_use_a_GPS_
hiking.pdf

SOME GREAT VIDEO RESOURCES 
FOR HELPING YOU TO LEARN HOW 
TO USE A GPS:

Garmin eTrex Handheld Outdoor 
GPS demonstration

www.youtube.co/watch?v=7BA_
xqZusAw 

How to use a GPS receiver for  
hiking part 1

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1xZd2ChWKV8 
for information on using a GPS to 
record a hike.

How to use a GPS receiver for  
hiking part 2

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IViphoHjlg8 
for information on using a GPS to 
return to a preset point.

NAVIGATION
GEOCACHING
AND OTHER OUTDOOR 

PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES:

Girl Guides NSW & ACT has 
recently purchased a set of 
Garmin eTrex GPS receivers 
for use on Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions, geocaching and at 
other State, Region and District 
based activities. These can be 
hired from Guide House starting 
in 2015 and details of how to do 
this will be published in the first 
Waratah of 2015, online or by 
telephoning Guide House.

To celebrate this, here are some 
ideas to get you started with this 
versatile piece of equipment 
that can add an extra dimension 
to your fun in the outdoors.
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USING A GPS FOR 
GEOCACHING

With geocaching, you can 
either set up your own 
contained geocaches for your 
Guides on your campsite, Hall 
grounds etc, or go out and find 
a public geocache. The first 
video below will help you set 
up your own geocaches and 
mark them for the girls to find.

However, the fun of joining 
the wider world of geocaching can have 
its own excitement factor, provided you 
chose a cache that is suitable to the 
age and skill level of your girls. Why 
not join the international geocaching 
community at www.geocaching.com?  
Map your “home location” (your Guide 
Hall perhaps) to show you all the caches 
near your home. You can also download 
an app for your phone that shows you 
geocaches close to where you are at any 
given time and allows you to search by 
level of difficulty of both the cache and 
the terrain. The beauty of this activity is 
that it is both urban and in the bush—
you are just as likely to find a geocache 
around the corner from your home as 
you are along a hike route.

VIDEOS ON GEOCACHING

Waypointing and Geocaching using 
the Garmin eTrex Venture HC

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6cy7DP0lA-M 
 is a great demonstration of setting up 
your own geocaching scavenger hunt 
which you could do around your Hall 
or at camp. 

FINDING A GEOCACHE

www.youtube.com/watch?v=sj31U_
z9MFA 
for beginner information on 
geocaching.

SOME PATROL BASED GAMES  
USING  A GPS

1. Geocache Scavenger Hunt

Goal: to navigate around a set course 
using a GPS and hidden clues

Aim: to learn how to find waypoints, to 
work together to achieve a common goal 
and provide physical, fun activity

Give an initial clue (such as “where the 
pride of the Nation flies over the camp” ie 
flagpole with Australian Flag) plus a set 
of co-ordinates and send the patrol with 
their GPS to find the next clue. At the 
waypoint they can find a small geocache 
with the second clue and its coordinates 
and so on. This requires a bit of set up 
for you (see YouTube video above for 
demonstration) but some Guide Regions 
have set up a course around their 
properties. Check with your ROAC to see 
if this has been done. 

2. Coordinate Seeker

Goal: to find missing jigsaw pieces and 
solve the puzzle or to find hidden prizes

Aim: to learn how to find waypoints, to 
work together to achieve a common goal 
and provide physical, fun activity.

Similar to Scavenger hunt, plant a set 
of mini prizes at given coordinates and 
send the patrols to find them. They could 
be the pieces of a simple jig saw puzzle 
that they gather and put together. They 
could be little prizes in the theme of 
your camp. Give different coordinates to 
each Patrol so they aren’t competing for 
the same prizes. For older Guides and 
Senior Guides, however, you might like to 
introduce an element of competition as 
they become more experienced

3. GPS Dinner Relay

Goal: to find your dinner recipe and 
ingredients

Aims: Working together to reach a 
common goal; physical activity and 

becoming better at using a GPS and to 
collect ingredients and recipe for dinner

Give each patrol a GPS and a paper with 
a number of waypoints – each waypoint 
marks the location of various ingredients 
for the meal or the locations of the recipe.

In an open field or park with trees and 
other hiding points or around your 
campground or hall, set up a start and 
finish line, and make sure there are a 
number of obscurely located waypoints 
across the field with safely packaged 
ingredients and recipe. The patrol stands 
at the start line.

One Patrol member navigates to the first 
waypoint, gathers the first ingredient 
and takes it to the finish line and brings 
the GPS back to the Start, tagging her 
next Patrol member. She then goes 
and waits at the finish line cheering on 
her Patrol. Continue to navigate to the 
coordinates in succession to find the rest 
of the ingredients and the recipe. When 
all ingredients have been delivered to 
the finish line, the Patrol has completed 
the challenge. A special extra treat 
ingredient (eg choc chips to add to the 
pudding) can be awarded to the Patrol 
who finds all their ingredients first, or 
within a given time frame.

For less experienced navigators, this may 
be best run as a version of coordinate 
seeker so they can help each other. You 
could make it a rule that a different girl 
has to hold the GPS for each station to 
make sure they all get a turn to be the 
primary navigator.

NAVIGATION
GEOCACHING
AND OTHER OUTDOOR 

PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES:

Senior Guides—lurking in the shadows of night is a different kind of geocache. Sounds spooky, right? Don’t worry, it’s just a 
friendly Night Cache—the same geocaches you know and love—except they can only be found at night. Some Night Caches use 
reflectors, while others use glow-in-the-dark ink and require a UV flashlight. A great twist for older girls!



Girl Guides NSW & ACT State Calendar 2015
DATE     EVENT AUDIENCE VENUE CLOSES

DATE     EVENT AUDIENCE VENUE CLOSES

MAY (continued)
16–17 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 24 Apr

16–17 Leading Volunteers I-DM Changing Roles/ 
I-DM pt2/RP/CC Glengarry 24 Apr

16–17 Becoming a Manager I-DM pt1 Twin Rivers 24 Apr
16–17 Leadership Qualification I-UL Twin Rivers 24 Apr
30–31 Queen's Guide Interviews (By Invitation) QG 1 May
JUNE
5–6 Girls Advisory Panel Meeting SG TBA TBA
6–8 Youth Forum SG(-UL)/O TBA TBA
8 Queens Birthday
20–21 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 29 May
20–21 Becoming a Manager I-UDM Glengarry 29 May
20–21 Outdoor Leader Qualification I-OL Glengarry 29 May
20–21 Leadership Qualification I-UL Bathurst 29 May
26 School Holidays NSW
JULY
3 School Holidays ACT
6–10 Snow Week G/SG(+/-UL)/O Araluen
4 Learning Partner Connect UL/DM/RM Austral 12 Jun
5 Interest UL/DM/RM Austral 12 Jun
14 School Resumes NSW
18–19 Leadership Qualification I-UL Austral 26 Jun
18–19 Leadership Qualification I-UL Warners Bay 26 Jun
18–19 Becoming a Manager I-DM/I-RM Warners Bay 26 Jun
20 School Resumes ACT
25–26 Special Needs Conference TBA TBA TBA
31 Queen's Guide Submissions Due QG Guide House 31 Jul
31–1 Aug FLY (YLPD) SG/JL 14+ Glengarry 10 Jul
AUGUST
8–9 Program Team Face-to-Face TBA Wider Program Team TBA
9 Aug City2Surf—Rejectamenta JG/G/SG (+/-UL)O/A Hyde Park, Sydney 24 Jul
15–16 Archery UL/DM/RM TBA 24 Jul
15–16 Interest UL/DM/RM Coffs Harbour 24 Jul
16 IGNITE: Global Guiding Expo SG, O, A TBA 24 Jul
22–23 Combined Region Personnel Conference RP Glengarry 31 Jul
22–23 GirlMade Regional Artwork Due GirlMade Applicants Glengarry 12 Sep
28 Great Guide Sleepover G10+(+UL) Taronga Zoo 7 Aug
28 Youth at the Zoo (YATZ) and Keeper for a Day applications open Ages: YATZ 13–17/Keeper 8–12 Taronga Zoo 9 Oct
SEPTEMBER
5–6 Queen's Guide Interviews (By Invitation) QG 31 Jul
13 Family Day PJ/JG/G/SG/Family RTS Tingira 21 Aug
18 School Holidays NSW
21–28 Region only events
25 School Holidays ACT
25–3 Oct GGA International Jamboree The Great Bunya Gathering G 10+/SG/O/UL Camp Somerset QLD 25 Mar
OCTOBER
6 School Resumes NSW
10–11 Program Ideas and AGP UL Dubbo 18 Sep
10–11 Leadership Qualification I-UL Kum-bah-yah 18 Sep
10–11 Camp Leader—Indoor UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 18 Sep
10–11 Camp Leader—Outdoor UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 18 Sep
11 International Day of the Girl Child Unit Celebration
12 School Resumes ACT
TBC GirlMade Exhibition All NSW Parliament House 12 Sep
17–18 JOTA/JOTI All Local Varies
24–25 Adult & Trefoil 3 Canoe/Kayak SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 2 Oct
24–25 Trefoil 1 & 2 Canoe/Kayak G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 2 Oct
25 Oarsome October G (+/-UL) RTS Tingira 2 Oct
30 Queen's Guide Submissions Due QG Guide House 30 Oct
NOVEMBER
1 Dolphin Day PJ/JG (+UL) RTS Tingira 11 Oct

7 Leading Volunteers I-DM Changing Roles, 
I-DM pt2/RP/CC Glengarry 16 Oct

7–8 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 16 Oct
7–8 Becoming a Manager I-DM pt1 Glengarry 16 Oct
7–8 Power Boat Course SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 16 Oct
7–8 Outdoor Leader Qualification—New Leaders I-OL Glengarry 16 Oct
14–15 Adult Canoe/Kayak A Bindaree 23 Oct
14–15 Adult & Trefoil 3 Sailing SG 14+ (-UL), A RTS Tingira 23 Oct
14–15 Trefoil 1 & 2 Sailing G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 23 Oct
14–15 Region Managers Weekend RM Glengarry 23 Oct
22 EXPLORE: Global Guiding Day PJ/JG/+UL TBA 30 Oct
TBA Queen's Guide Presentation By Invitation NSW Government House TBA
DECEMBER
5 The Anchor Challenge SG/V (+/-L) RTS Tingira 21 Nov
5–6 Queen's Guide Interviews (by invitation) QG TBA 30 Oct
16 School Holidays NSW
18 School Holidays ACT
31 Lord Mayors Picnic SG 16 +/A Sydney 14 Nov
JANUARY 2016
TBA Summer Sailing School G/SG/JL (-L) RTS TINGIRA TBA
15–18 Vispera G 12+/SG (-L) TBA TBA

JANUARY 
7–9 Trefoil 3 Canoe SG 14+ (-UL) ACT 10 Dec 14
10–11 Adult Canoe A ACT 10 Dec 14
12–15 Summer Sailing School G/SG/JL (-UL) RTS Tingira 10 Dec 14
26 Australia Day
28 School Resumes NSW
31–1 Feb Trefoil 3 & Adult Canoeing SG 14+ (-UL)/A Lake Albert Wagga 9 Jan
FEBRUARY
2 School Resumes ACT
6 Queen's Guide Submissions Due QG Guide House 6 Feb
7–8 Queen's Guide Review Weekend 6 Feb
7–8 Training for Trainers T/I-T/WP Glengarry 16 Jan
8 Low Ropes UL Glengarry 16 Jan
13–15 State Olave Program Conference O TBA 23 Jan
14 Wide Games UL Kum-bah-yah 23 Jan
15 Engineering Guiding style UL Kum-bah-yah 23 Jan
18 State Forum Webinar A Webinar N/A
20 WTD wear Uniform to School/Work All All Locations N/A
20–22 State WTD Camp G (+/-UL) Bundilla Scout Camp 30 Jan
22 Launch of GirlMade Project WTD Camp & Regions N/A
27–1 Mar Fly (YLPD) SG/JL 14+ Karingal 6 Feb
28 Program ideas & AGP UL Menai 6 Feb
28–1 Mar Trefoil 3 & Adult Rowing SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 6 Feb
28–1 Mar Trefoil 1 & 2 Rowing G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 6 Feb
MARCH
6 International Womens Day Breakfast All TBA N/A

7 Leading Volunteers I-DM Changing Roles/ 
I-DM pt2/RP/CC Coffs Harbour 13 Feb

7 Outdoor Leader  – Changing Roles I-OL Glengarry 13 Feb
7–8 Queen's Guide Interviews (By Invitation) QG 6 Feb
7–8 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 13 Feb
7–8 Leadership Qualification I-UL Coffs Harbour 13 Feb
7–8 Becoming a Manager I-DM Glengarry 13 Feb
7–8 Trefoil 3 & Adult Canoe/Kayak SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 13 Feb
7–8 Trefoil 1 & 2 Canoe/Kayak G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 13 Feb
7–8 Outdoor Leader Qualification—New Leaders I-OL Glengarry 13 Feb
8 Learning Partner Connect UL/DM/RM Coffs Harbour 13 Feb
14–15 Adult Canoe/Kayak A Bindaree 20 Feb
14–15 Power Boat Course SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 20 Feb
14–15 Region Managers Weekend RM Glengarry 20 Feb
21 Harmony Day
20–22 Regatta G 13+ linking with SG, SG +UL, O Myuna Bay 27 Feb
21–22 Camp Leader—Indoor & Outdoor UL/DM/RM ACT 27 Feb
22 Learning Partners Connect UL/DM/RM N Sydney 27 Feb

28 Adventure in the Garden PJ/JG/G/SG(+/- UL)/O/A/
Families

The Australian Botanic 
Garden, Mount Annan 6 Mar

28–29 Conduct Expedition UL TBA 6 Mar
APRIL
2 School Holidays Begin NSW
4–5 EASTER
3–6 Dragon Skin SG 15+ (-UL) O
10 School Holidays Begin ACT
10–12 Leadership Qualification UL Camp Austral 20 Mar
10–12 FLY (YLPD) open invite to GGV SG(-UL) Wagga Wagga 20 Mar

11 Leading Volunteers I-DM Changing Roles/ 
I-DM pt2/RP/CC Glenfield 20 Mar

18 Wide Games UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 27 Mar
18–19 Archery UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 27 Mar
18–19 Adult & Trefoil 3 Sailing SG 14+ (-UL), A RTS Tingira 27 Mar
18–19 Trefoil 1 & 2 Sailing G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 27 Mar
19 Learning Partners Connect UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 27 Mar
21 School Resumes NSW
25 ANZAC Day All
25 Camp Gallipoli & National Memorial ACT
27 School Resumes ACT
MAY
1 Queen's Guides Submissions Due QG Guide House 1 May
2–3 Queen's Guide Review Weekend 1 May
2–3 Camp Leader—Indoor UL/DM/RM Camp Austral 10 Apr
2–3 Camp Leader—Outdoor UL/DM/RM Camp Austral 10 Apr
2–3 Leadership Qualification I-UL Innabaanya 10 Apr
2–3 Interest UL/DM/RM Tamworth 10 Apr
15–17 Caving SG (+/-UL)/O Bungonia National Park 24 Apr
15 Girl Guides NSW & ACT AGM A Glengarry 24 Apr
16–17 Region Manager Weekend RM Glengarry 24 Apr



AUDIENCE 
COLUMN KEY:

A: Adult Member 

CC: Committee Chair

DM: District Manager

G: Guide 

I-DM: Interim District 
Manager

I-OL: Interim Outdoors 
Leader

I-T: Interim Trainer

I-UL:  Interim Unit 
Leaders

JG: Junior Guide 

JL: Junior Leader

NM: Non Member

O: Olave Program 
Member

OL: Outdoors Leader

QG: Queen’s Guide 
Applicant

RM: Region Manager

RP: Region Personnel

SG: Senior Guide

T: Trainers

UL: Unit Leader

(+UL): With Leader

(-UL): Without Leader

V: Venturers

WP: Workshop 
Presenter

 L&D Event

 Program Event

 General

DATE     EVENT AUDIENCE VENUE CLOSES

MAY (continued)
16–17 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 24 Apr

16–17 Leading Volunteers I-DM Changing Roles/ 
I-DM pt2/RP/CC Glengarry 24 Apr

16–17 Becoming a Manager I-DM pt1 Twin Rivers 24 Apr
16–17 Leadership Qualification I-UL Twin Rivers 24 Apr
30–31 Queen's Guide Interviews (By Invitation) QG 1 May
JUNE
5–6 Girls Advisory Panel Meeting SG TBA TBA
6–8 Youth Forum SG(-UL)/O TBA TBA
8 Queens Birthday
20–21 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 29 May
20–21 Becoming a Manager I-UDM Glengarry 29 May
20–21 Outdoor Leader Qualification I-OL Glengarry 29 May
20–21 Leadership Qualification I-UL Bathurst 29 May
26 School Holidays NSW
JULY
3 School Holidays ACT
6–10 Snow Week G/SG(+/-UL)/O Araluen
4 Learning Partner Connect UL/DM/RM Austral 12 Jun
5 Interest UL/DM/RM Austral 12 Jun
14 School Resumes NSW
18–19 Leadership Qualification I-UL Austral 26 Jun
18–19 Leadership Qualification I-UL Warners Bay 26 Jun
18–19 Becoming a Manager I-DM/I-RM Warners Bay 26 Jun
20 School Resumes ACT
25–26 Special Needs Conference TBA TBA TBA
31 Queen's Guide Submissions Due QG Guide House 31 Jul
31–1 Aug FLY (YLPD) SG/JL 14+ Glengarry 10 Jul
AUGUST
8–9 Program Team Face-to-Face TBA Wider Program Team TBA
9 Aug City2Surf—Rejectamenta JG/G/SG (+/-UL)O/A Hyde Park, Sydney 24 Jul
15–16 Archery UL/DM/RM TBA 24 Jul
15–16 Interest UL/DM/RM Coffs Harbour 24 Jul
16 IGNITE: Global Guiding Expo SG, O, A TBA 24 Jul
22–23 Combined Region Personnel Conference RP Glengarry 31 Jul
22–23 GirlMade Regional Artwork Due GirlMade Applicants Glengarry 12 Sep
28 Great Guide Sleepover G10+(+UL) Taronga Zoo 7 Aug
28 Youth at the Zoo (YATZ) and Keeper for a Day applications open Ages: YATZ 13–17/Keeper 8–12 Taronga Zoo 9 Oct
SEPTEMBER
5–6 Queen's Guide Interviews (By Invitation) QG 31 Jul
13 Family Day PJ/JG/G/SG/Family RTS Tingira 21 Aug
18 School Holidays NSW
21–28 Region only events
25 School Holidays ACT
25–3 Oct GGA International Jamboree The Great Bunya Gathering G 10+/SG/O/UL Camp Somerset QLD 25 Mar
OCTOBER
6 School Resumes NSW
10–11 Program Ideas and AGP UL Dubbo 18 Sep
10–11 Leadership Qualification I-UL Kum-bah-yah 18 Sep
10–11 Camp Leader—Indoor UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 18 Sep
10–11 Camp Leader—Outdoor UL/DM/RM Camp Chapman 18 Sep
11 International Day of the Girl Child Unit Celebration
12 School Resumes ACT
TBC GirlMade Exhibition All NSW Parliament House 12 Sep
17–18 JOTA/JOTI All Local Varies
24–25 Adult & Trefoil 3 Canoe/Kayak SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 2 Oct
24–25 Trefoil 1 & 2 Canoe/Kayak G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 2 Oct
25 Oarsome October G (+/-UL) RTS Tingira 2 Oct
30 Queen's Guide Submissions Due QG Guide House 30 Oct
NOVEMBER
1 Dolphin Day PJ/JG (+UL) RTS Tingira 11 Oct

7 Leading Volunteers I-DM Changing Roles, 
I-DM pt2/RP/CC Glengarry 16 Oct

7–8 Leadership Qualification I-UL Glengarry 16 Oct
7–8 Becoming a Manager I-DM pt1 Glengarry 16 Oct
7–8 Power Boat Course SG 14+ (-UL)/A RTS Tingira 16 Oct
7–8 Outdoor Leader Qualification—New Leaders I-OL Glengarry 16 Oct
14–15 Adult Canoe/Kayak A Bindaree 23 Oct
14–15 Adult & Trefoil 3 Sailing SG 14+ (-UL), A RTS Tingira 23 Oct
14–15 Trefoil 1 & 2 Sailing G 10+ (-UL) RTS Tingira 23 Oct
14–15 Region Managers Weekend RM Glengarry 23 Oct
22 EXPLORE: Global Guiding Day PJ/JG/+UL TBA 30 Oct
TBA Queen's Guide Presentation By Invitation NSW Government House TBA
DECEMBER
5 The Anchor Challenge SG/V (+/-L) RTS Tingira 21 Nov
5–6 Queen's Guide Interviews (by invitation) QG TBA 30 Oct
16 School Holidays NSW
18 School Holidays ACT
31 Lord Mayors Picnic SG 16 +/A Sydney 14 Nov
JANUARY 2016
TBA Summer Sailing School G/SG/JL (-L) RTS TINGIRA TBA
15–18 Vispera G 12+/SG (-L) TBA TBA



 

The first thing that probably would come 
to mind is food. An excursion to The 
Australian National Botanic Garden, The 
Royal Botanical Garden in Sydney and The 
Australian Botanic Garden, Mount Annan, 
to name but a few all have bush tucker 
gardens. 

There is also the Gundabooka Aboriginal 
Plants Trail in the Hunter Region Botanic 
Gardens and Gulgadya Muru - Grass Tree 
Track: Aboriginal Self Guided Walk at Manly 
Dam Reserve. Some examples of Bush 
foods are: 
• Nectar from Bottlebrush, Banksia, 

Gymea Bay Lily and Grevillea can be 
sucked straight from the flower or 
mixed with water for a sweet drink;

• Blue Flax Lily and Lilli Pilli berries can 
be eaten straight from the bush;

• Bunya Pine and Illawarra Flame Tree 
seeds are edible raw; 

• while Sweet Pittosporum seeds can be 
crushed and used to make bread.

See what else your Guides can uncover 
on the excursion.

Indigenous people used materials found 
in their environment to create a variety 
of items—items that they required for 
cooking, fishing and looking after their 
families. Some examples are :
• String from the Blue Flax Lily, 

Cabbage Tree Palm, Gymea Bay Lily, 
Sandpaper Fig and the Grass Tree;

• Mats from Cycad Leaves, Cabbage 
Tree Palm, Cumbungi-Baraba and 
Lomandra Grasses; and 

• Nappies from the Paper Bark Tree

Indigenous children played games 
which prepared them for their adult 
roles. These games focused on skills 
they would need particularly for 
hunting. This game— called yiri (to 
throw) from the language that was 
spoken in the Sydney area—honed 
hunting skills. 

Background:

A spear game recorded being 
played by boys at Ulladulla in 
New South Wales. Small spears 
were thrown at pieces of wood 
which were placed into running 
water.

On Dunk Island in Queensland 
boys used wood chips and pieces 
of bark floating on the water or 
threw objects at small fish.

Players

• A group of players—your Unit/
Patrols/etc.

Playing area

• A swimming pool

Equipment

• Small rubber balls to throw
• Larger balls, kick boards, rubber 

quoits, pieces of wood etc. for 
targets.

Game play and basic rules

This is a throwing game played near 
water. One player tows the target across 
the pool and 5-7 metres in front of the 

line of players lined up along the edge of 
the pool. Throwers try to hit the target 
with a ball.

Scoring

A Patrol contest could be held with a 
Guide from each patrol towing the tube 
across the pool. Count the number of 
hits made by Guides of the opposing 
Patrol(s).

NAVIGATION
GEOCACHING
AND OTHER OUTDOOR 

PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES:

Looking for something Outdoors 
to use for the Create a Challenge 
Badge? Why not consider 
a focus on how Indigenous 
people interacted with their 
environment?
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NAVIGATION
GEOCACHING
AND OTHER OUTDOOR 

PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES:

Step 1: Take two shoots and strip them 
in half down the middle leaving them 
attached at the white (root) end.

Step 2: Hold your two pieces  
together. You should have four strips 
ready to weave.

Step 3: Take the outside strip and  
begin to weave it under and over the 
other strips.

Step 4: Continue over and under,  
back and forth across the strips.

Step 5: You can make your strips as long 
or as short as you like.

You can make a bracelet, a headband,  
a belt – just about anything you can 
think of!

You can even join strips together  
to make a mat or basket.

Older girls might like to explore 
how Indigenous people practiced 
sustainability.

For example: No more than half the crop 
of fruits and seeds on any given plant 
could be taken to ensure sustainability. 

When taking tubers only the largest 
tuber from a plant is taken and the rest 
are left behind to cultivate. 

Bulbs could only be taken if there were 

other bulb plants in the near vicinity to 
ensure future crops. 

They may also like to explore Indigenous 
peoples medical practices, for example 
the powder found in between the layers 
of bark from the Paper Bark Tree is an 
excellent antiseptic for burns. 

Thanks to Shannon Roberts 
for her sharing of crafts 
and stories of the D’harawal 
People . 

This months program 
activity content 
has come from State 
Program Manager Kerry 
Rymer and State Earth , 
Environment and 
Outdoors Consultant 
Carol Mieklejohn
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Lomandra 
Grass 
Weaving 
Weaving – traditional for the 
D’harawal people – was one of 
the most common interactions 
with environmental material, 
which quite often took place 
under a Casuarina She-Oak tree. 
The area under the Casuarina 
She-Oak was a favourite spot 
where women and children 
would gather to paint, make 
string or weave. This was a safe 
place to sit as reptiles avoided 
the area—the needles from the 
Casuarinas get stuck in their 
scales! 

Weaving was done using a 
variety of plant materials and 
Lomandra leaves was just one 
of these. The following activity 
uses raffia instead of Lomandra 
leaves as these leaves can often 
be sharp.

First you need to cut 2 strips of 
120cm lengths and 2 strips of 
100 cm lengths. Then follow the 
instructions below.  
It helps if someone is holding 
the knotted end and someone is 
doing the weaving. 
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TR
EF

O
IL The Australian Trefoil Guild Gathering was very successful; 

all the parks and gardens were blossoming. The Gathering 
was held at Downlands Catholic College in Toowoomba, 
Queensland, which is a boarding school housing both 
young women and men. The program was great with lots 
of fun, fellowship and friendship. It was a time of meeting 
with old friends and making new ones.

The ISGF-AISG World Conference at Sydney Olympic Park, 
Homebush was also a great success. The opening ceremony 
was awesome with Guides and Scouts carrying the flags of 
the 61 countries which belong to the organisation.

It was very emotional to watch our Guides—some who 
were quite small—with the flags.

The opening was attended by the Governor General, Sir 
Peter Cosgrove and Lady Cosgrove and our new Governor, 
General David Hurley and Mrs. Hurley. At the time of 
writing this report, the conference is only half way through, 
so there will be lots more news to come.

Take care.   

Rosalind Farley
State Trefoil Guild Manager
ros_ron@bigpond.com

OU
TD

OO
RS Being a child today is a vastly different experience to being 

a child 30, 20 or even 10 years ago. The vast reach of the 
media, the hectic pace of life, and especially the proliferation 
of technology have had a huge impact on how children and 
young people spend their time.

You’ve probably heard – and maybe even expressed – 
laments about how little time young people spend outdoors 
these days. It’s true that computers, tablets and smart 
phones seem to exert a pull on young people’s attention. So 
why not use smart phones and other devices to bridge the 
gap between the indoor and outdoor world?

The outdoor environment can still be exciting to young people 
– the sense of discovery is empowering and inspiring. Now 
that the days are longer and the weather warmer, take your 
girls outside and encourage them to take their phones with 
them. They can take photos of their discoveries and share 
them on Instagram; use their phones to help find walking 
tracks; and utilise technology to identify plants and animals.

Get outdoors and get online!

Carol Meiklejohn
State Outdoors, Environment & Earth Education Consultant
cmeiklej@ozemail.com.au

It is so hard to believe that we are coming to the end of 
2014. It has been a busy but successful year for Learning 
and Development, with over 500 Leaders/Managers 
attending a course to either begin their journey through the 
Passport or increase knowledge and skills. 

We have been able to bed down the training course for 
Assistant Unit/Unit Leaders, introduce the course for 
Outdoor Leaders, and trial and adjust the course for new 
District Managers. 

This has kept our L&D Team on their toes as they delivered 
these courses, prepared courses requested by Regions and 
then began to look at their own development in readiness 
to change over to the Australian Learning and Qualification 
Program and L&D Qualification for Workshop Presenters 
and Trainers – time spent cross-crediting and completing 
challenges in their own Passports. What a TEAM!

During the year we have welcomed four leaders into the 
L&D Team and we hope they continue to work through the 
L&D Passport and boost the Training Team. Could this be 
something you would like to do too? It requires organisational 
skills, quality delivering of the Australian Guiding Program 
(AGP) in your own Unit and a passion to share your expertise 
with others along with a reference from your Manager. If so, 
please contact me for further information.

Have a look at the State Calendar centrefold to see what is 
offered in 2015. The details of each course are posted as the 
year progresses to the Girl Guides NSW & ACT website . Look 
for courses under the pink what's on tab, read the informative 
blurb about each course and encourage another member to 
come along with you. 

The Training for Trainers/Workshop Presenters will run early 
2015 for anyone interested in developing skills in presenting 
sessions in the Region and then maybe looking at moving into 
role of Trainer. 

I would like to remind all Learning Partners to make contact 
with the Leader/Manager with whom they are working and 
check progress. If there is a problem, talk with the relevant 
Manager and your Region Learning and Development Adviser 
to quickly resolve the issue. 

Another reminder is for us all to add two or three lines to 
the Learning Logs. Have you attended something this year 
where you learnt a skill and then returned back to your Unit 
or District and tried it out? Then put it down in your log in 
readiness for your review of appointment which is coming 
early in 2015. Be Prepared!

Sue Carr OAM
State Learning and Development Manager
suecar1@bigpond.com
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JOTA/JOTI is over for another year. I am looking forward to 
hearing from Lorraine O’Hare, our State JOTA/JOTI Liaison, 
about how many Members participated this year. Please 
complete your JOTA/JOTI report and send photos and stories to 
Lorraine; lorraine@fanden.com.au

Sisters Around the World: the State World Thinking Day 2015 
Camp for Guides is now open for registration. See the back 
cover or go online for details and to register. This camp is an 
opportunity for Guides to celebrate WTD 2015 and take part 
in six sessions: exploring five focus countries, including MDG 
8 (Developing partnerships for global development) and Free 
Being Me activities. Get your applications in quickly!

EXPLORE; the Global Guiding day just for Pre -junior and Junior 
Guides is on Sunday, 23 November. Register before 7 November. 
The International and World Guiding Committee are looking 
forward to seeing you there—more details online. 

The Irene Fairbairn Fund (IFF) was established in 1955. It was 
Irene Fairbairn’s vision to provide opportunities for young 
women to travel and experience events within Australia and 
overseas which led to the establishment of the Fund. Irene 
Fairbairn held local, state, national and international positions 
in Guiding. She was Australia’s first Federal Secretary and 
first Chief Commissioner. She was keenly interested in the 
outdoors and particularly in the development of new varieties 
of daffodils, hence the daffodils on the Irene Fairbairn badge. 

These badges are available online from our State Shop. The 
IFF aims to help Guides and Leaders attend special projects, 
trainings, camps, and conferences in Australia and overseas. The 
Fund relies on donations from groups and individuals. These 
donations are invested by Girl Guides Australia who provide the 
funding for distribution. Could you or your Unit raise money for 
the IFF? This could be by holding an International night at your 
Unit meeting—after all, you may one day receive assistance to 
attend a national or international event. Individual donations 
to the IFF forwarded to Guide House are tax deductible. Perhaps 
your Unit could create their own fundraising challenge! Don’t 
forget to give your Guides an IFF badge.

I’d like to wish the very best to all those Leaders who were 
selected to represent Girl Guides NSW & ACT at the Asia 
Pacific Region (APR) Leader of Youth Conference being held 
in Melbourne at the end of this month. I hope you have a 
wonderful time. I’m hoping I’ll get to see you for a short time 
as I’ll be attending the Friends of Asia Pacific, WAGGGS, 2nd 
Australian gathering, which is being held at the same time. 
The APR Leaders of Youth Conference theme is Asia Pacific – 
Anything’s Possible. If you know one of the Leaders attending the 
Conference you might like to invite them to visit your Unit to 
share their experience. 

Kerrey Williams
State International and World Guiding Consultant
program@girlguides-nswact.org.au

At the time of writing this, I have just returned from the 
Australian Program Committee Meeting in Adelaide. It has 
been exciting to catch up with the other States and hear what 
they have been doing. Western Australia have had an exciting 
time celebrating their State Centenary of Guiding and have had 
some great festivities with all their Members out and about in 
the community.

The Great Bunya Gathering is getting closer and closer, speaking 
with the Queensland delegate; it was great to hear what 
a beautiful site has been chosen. This is a water activities 
paradise and a beautiful natural setting. They have been 
putting a lot of work into an exciting program and I can’t wait to 
go! Make sure all your Guides know the details and make their 
bookings soon. It is important that Guides are aware that this 
bush setting will require a bit of walking around the various 
parts of the camp. They will need to be fit and ready for camp. 
Be sure to pass on details of your Guides that are going, to your 
Region Program Adviser (RPA) and Region Outdoors Activities 
Consultant (ROAC) so they have the information as soon as 
possible. There are already lots of International bookings 
coming in. 

Free Being Me is out there happening right now! If you are 
wondering whether you need to run this program in your Unit, 
check out this TEDX talk: www.ted.com/talks/ 
meaghan_ramsey_why_thinking_you_re_ugly_is_bad_for_you. 

This program, run in its entirety, is one of the biggest gifts you 
can give to your Guides. The Free Being Me Team are running 
a training for Leaders at Glengarry this month providing 
information on how to run the program. The pack, however, has 
all the information so you can run the program by following the 
step by step guide. I would emphasise though, that this program 
has been professionally developed to run in full. Please make 
the effort to run the entire program. Our Guides need it!

For those who have Senior Guides with a love of the 
environment, the new Environmental Focus is up on the GGA 
website in the Leaders section under Program Resources.  This 
will be included in the next revision of Aim High but can be 
printed out in the meantime.

Finally, it was exciting to hear that the consultants have 
reported back to the Australian Guiding Council (all our State 
Commissioners chaired by our Chief Commissioner) on the 
forums around the country as part of the Australian Guide 
Program (AGP) Review. Thank you to everyone who gave up 
their Friday afternoon to participate in the Sydney forum.  It will 
be exciting to see the next step involving wider consultation in 
the Guiding community. 

Kerry Rymer
State Program Manager
program@girlguides-nswact.org.au
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Do you know about the next Australian International 
Jamboree?

As a Leader YOU may well have heard about it in your State 
Newsletter but have the GUIDES in your Unit heard about The 
Great Bunya Gathering yet?

Girl Guides Queensland is hosting the next International 
Jamboree in September 2015—The Great Bunya Gathering (GBG)! 
With less than 340 days to go and hits on the website increasing 
daily (www.greatbunyagathering.com.au) are you one of those 
Leaders interested in finding out more?

The big question is, do the Guides in your Unit and District 
who are aged 10 plus know all about it? What about all those 
9 year olds turning ten before 1 September 2015? Have you 
passed on the information? Are you attending? Events like 
this only happen every three years, so there is every reason to 
spread the word!

Even if you are not attending, there is plenty you can do as a 
Leader to empower Guides in your Unit to participate. Why 

don’t you start by downloading the promotional PowerPoint 
document and showing it to your girls at a Unit meeting? 
Or print out some of the promotional material and put it on 
your Hall's door? Encourage Guides and parents to go to the 
website and have a look at the FAQs. There will be plenty of 
wonderful Leaders at the camp who will look after your girls 
as if they were in their own Unit. 

So tell your Guides about the GBG and what great fun they 
will have and the amazing skills and life-changing experiences 
they could come away with. Activities will be contained 
in the 6 fun GBG Worlds, keep watching the website for 
more information. We would like those attending to have 
completed the 12 part Pre Camp Challenge, for which they can 
also earn a badge, go to www.greatbunyagathering.com.au/
pre-camp-challenge/  all applications MUST be in by 23 March, 
2015. However, all Members are encouraged to get their 
applications in as soon as possible to help with planning this 
amazing event!
Issued by The Great Bunya Gathering committee on behalf of GGQ.

Region, District and Management teams WE NEED YOU to 
promote the Great Bunya Gathering and help our Guides 
gain valuable life experience by attending the 2015 National 
International Jamboree. 

Here is what you can do:
• Investigate the Great Bunya Gathering (GBG) website 

www.greatbunyagathering.com.au and find out about 
information for Leaders & Guides 

• Download the PowerPoint presentation and run it at a 
Region/District/Unit meeting

• Print and Display the Jamboree flyer, 6 nutty worlds 
information and Pre-Jamboree challenge in your local 
Guide Hall

• Include the Pre-Jamboree challenge as part of your Unit 
term plan – all Guides can work towards this great badge 
to gain valuable outdoor skills

• Explore more opportunities for camping outdoors.
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What are the costs of GBG? 
For Girl Guides  $995*
(they must be age 10+ by 1 September, 2015) – PLUS travel**_____________________
Leaders  $720 – PLUS travel**
* Costs are the same as the last National International Jamboree 

‘FanTAStic ‘in 2012

** Contingent travel by coach or airline, depending on region. More 
details soon.

Start your own GBG Club 
Do some fundraising to assist with costs. Get Leaders, Girl Guides 
and their parents from your District involved! Look around for 
opportunities to hold BBQs, market stalls, cake bakes and raffles. 
Local newspapers can tell you about events coming up in your area. 
Contact your local Woolworths or Bunnings about their sausage 
sizzle opportunities. You just have to ask for help!

GBG dates! 
Applications close on 25 March, 2015. It’s easy, just go to www.
greatbunyagathering.com.au and apply online. All members are 
encouraged to get their applications in as soon as possible to help 
with planning this amazing event! Consider the deposit of $200 (due 
2 weeks following registration) as an early Christmas Gift idea.
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Once again Agoonoree, the Annual camp for Guides and Scouts 
who have special needs, was a huge success! This year’s theme 
was Superheroes and was held at the Scout Camp Ku-Ring-
Gai near Ebenezer on September 19-22. We had a total of 160 
participants attend over the few days, 131 camping for at least 
one night and another 29 for the Visitors' Day or off-site day. 
Weather was idyllic; activities were loads of fun, food plentiful 
and delicious and lots of good humour and good will.

Overall it was felt that the Guide and Scout Special Needs Team 
Members understood how to work with a variety of needs 
and abilities, making everyone feel included and able to gain 
something and participate in any activity they chose.

Girl Guides were present in far greater numbers than in 
previous years. Girl Guide Leaders were involved in the 
planning, preparation and conduct of the camp, alongside 
Scouting personnel.

Kate Fraser, Special Needs Liaison for Northern Sydney along with 
a member of the Scout Special Needs Team, ran the First Aid and 
medication administration, with the following feedback:

“The first aid team is the best and the organisation and lack of 
drama that surrounds the way you guys deal with each incident is 
phenomenal making it less embarrassing for those needing care and 
allowing events to continue as needed.”

Kate’s very sound organisational skills, good use of Girl Guide 
processes and calm handling of difficult situations is reflected 
in this appraisal.

A form to provide Additional Needs Support Information was 
trialled at the camp, with analysis of its success to follow. This 
may be something that can be adopted in the future for use at 
Guide Events.

A new addition to Agoonoree was a Chill-Out Tent with some 
calming activities for those who needed some time and space 
away from the organised activities, being able to rejoin the 
program when they were ready. This proved to be a highly 
successful innovation, particularly for those participants who 
are on the Autism Spectrum and those with anxiety issues. 

Saturday was the traditional Activity Bases Day. In keeping 
with the Superhero theme of the camp, activities included 
Superhero Costume making, Superhero cooking, Superhero 
Science, Superhero Strength Upgrade, Superhero Skills, Code 
Cracking and Scavenger hunt, Spiders Web and Obstacle 
Course, A Sensory Base, Making Tracks (a specially designed 
activity which uses Thomas the Tank Engine tracks , trains and 
Lego) in a program to help children on the Autism Spectrum

Anne Knight
State Guides with Special Needs Consultant
anne@sydneygold.com – mobile 0407 663326
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DON'T FORGET 
TO BOOK INTO 

EXPLORE TOO—
BOOKINGS CLOSE 

7 NOV!!!


